
Tips & tricks for using 
educational technologies...

Links to sites that may help 
enhance classroom instruction...

Videos to motivate, teach, or 
help lighten the mood... NEWS

Every teacher knows what it is like to 
have just a little bit of class time left 
with nothing planned and the students 
are just a bit agitated (or lethargic).  
So what can you do?

A great project can be started in these 
snippets of time.  I call it, "Based on 
trends and technologies you have to-
day, what do you think life will be 
like in the year 2050 (or whatever 
year your would like)?"  Make sure 
you choose a year that is within the 
lifespan of the students you teach.  
That way, they may actually age 
enough to realize if their prediction(s) 
comes true.

My fourth grade teacher did this.  
Mrs. Samuelson wanted us to write 
down our predictions as a writing as-
signment.  Talk about a lot of fun!  
We were supposed to predict what the 
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year 2000 would be like.  There were 
predictions that there would be flying 
cars, pills for all our food, one piece 
outfits (for comfort, I guess), weather 
control, and records that could play 
for hours.  I was, literally, lambasted 
for predicting that TVs would hang on 
walls like pictures.  Mrs. Samuelson 
scolded me because "that could never 
happen due to the weight and bulki-
ness of TVs." I was only off by a few 
years but I guess I can say, "I told you 
so!" since I have TVs that hang on the 
walls in my home.

I think her scolding helped teach me 
that no matter how outlandish their 
idea may be, let your students express 
themselves in a fun, yet educational, 
way.  Writing (or even recording) 
thoughts is always great.  Predicting 
the future is fun.  Being right is even 
better.

Editor: Jim Roberts *  Western Dubuque Director of 
Instructional Technology and Student Reporting

Please submit your ideas and questions to Jim at 
james.roberts@wdbqschools.org.

Lots of people think that computer programming is boring, dull, and it makes no sense  
Scratch can change that viewpoint.  Through a visual representation, students (and even the 
teacher) can learn some of the basics of coding.  It's a lot like gaming so there's a certain 
amount of appeal to what's happening on the screen.   https://scratch.mit.edu/
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November 
Events

Nov. 1: National Author's Day 

Nov. 2: Cookie Monster's 
Birthday 

Nov. 6: James Naismith, 
Inventor of Basketball, born, 
1861 

Nov. 8: Young Reader's Day 

Nov. 10: First iPod Sold in 
2001 

Nov. 11: Veteran's Day 

Nov. 14: National Clean Out 
Your Refrigerator Day 

Nov. 17: Lewis & Clark 
Reached the Pacific in 1805 

Nov. 18: Mickey Mouse's 
Birthday

Antarctica discovered in 1820

William Tell Day 

Nov. 19: Gettysburg Address 
Delivered in 1863 by President 
Lincoln 

Nov. 22: Stop the Violence Day 

Nov. 24: Thanksgiving Day 

Nov. 26: Charles Schulz born in 
1922

National Cake Day 

Nov. 30: Mark Twain born, 
1835 

https://www.theteacherscorner.net/

calendars/november.php?printable=1

Sites: THANKSGIVING  (HISTORY/READING) Interesting facts 
for the classroomThanksgiving is "The Forgotten Holiday" because of it's placement between Halloween and 

Christmas.  You can help make it memorable by using the following sites.

The First Thanksgiving

Introduce your class to the first 
harvest celebration, delve deeper 
into the relationships between the 
Pilgrims and the Wampanoags, and 
take a closer look at the historical 
significance of the Pilgrims' 
settlement. 

http://www.scholastic.com/ 
scholastic_thanksgiving/ 

Thanksgiving Crafts &  Children's Activities

Coloring pages, crafts, games and puzzles, poems, songs, 
printables, recipes, printables, worksheets and more 
Thanksgiving sites are all featured at this site.  This is an easy 
to navigate page with lots to offer students.

http://www.dltk-holidays.com/thanksgiving/index.html

Cybrary Man's Educational Web Sites    

The Internet catalog for students, teachers, administrators & parents.  Over 20,000 
relevant links personally selected by an educator/author with over 30 years of 
experience. 

http://www.cybraryman.com/thanksgiving.html
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Site: WORD IT OUT (Writing/Art/Creativity)  

Cool Websites
- Google Sheet Interactive
- Dice!Google Maps 

Distance
- Measurement Tool
- Smarty Pins ? Google 

Map Tricks 
- Flippity ? Online 
- Use Spreadsheet as 

Virtual Copy Machine!
- A Google Spreadsheet 

Formula Everyone 
Should Know 

- Google Search ? Filter by 
Reading Level!

- Connecting an iPad to a 
Projector

- QR Codes Basics
- Desktop Links ? Easy 

Shortcuts to Websites!
- Virtual Piano Keyboards
- Tagxedo
- Worksheet Works Maker
- Vocaroo
- Traveler IQ Challenge 

Spelling City
- Wordle
- Random Name PickerP
- rint onto Sticky Notes
- Instant Poetry
- Virtual Math 

Manipulatives
- Humorous Language Tool 

Google Translate
- How Old Am I?
- This Day in History
- Google Search Tips
- URL Shorteners 

http://tammyworcester.com/

tech-tip-of-week/

Video: The Peanuts Gang sings 
Bohemian Rhapsody

Ideas
for

Teachers

Productivity:

Content about sites/apps is the property of the recognized website owners and is used for educational purposes only with no monetary gain.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7CLSJgXOMs

It amazes me how much time some people have on their hands to spend 

on doing odd, strange, and yet wonderful things.  This month's featured 

video takes some of our favorite clips from Peanuts videos and syncs them 

with the immortal classic, "Bohemian Rhapsody" by Queen.  Enjoy!

What's a word cloud?  An attractive arrangement of randomly positioned words, where the most 
important words are bigger than the others.

What are they for?  Mostly for fun! ...and now you can print them automatically onto items: a 
great idea for making custom gifts! Plus they are fantastic at summarizing large documents 
(reports, speeches, questionnaires, etc), teaching kids and more... 

https://worditout.com/
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